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3 dbxpAs. 
13 HAT i is the matter Triomas . NE; 
That you againſt us ſo complain, 
About our Conſtitution ? 
Wu lay, tis altogether wrong; 
(Tho' we have borne with you too long) 
We take this reſolution, 


2 To ſtop the clamours of the Nation, 
We publiſh this our Proclamation, 
L. .eſt they grow turbulent: 
We therefore muſt do what we can 
To ſtop your Books, call'd « Rights of ua. 
Such evils to prevent. 


3 The people bave continu'd quiet, 
 Althe' they bore ſo great a weglit 
Ol taxes we muſt own: 
But ſince they've ſeen your publications, 
They grumble hard thro? all our — 
5 And e on us ſourly . 


ht PAIN. 9 - 
4 You have no cauſe my * blame, | 


kf $ 


But to yourſelves yon may take ſhame, „ 


For your wild management: 
Then wherefore quarrel ye with me 
I nought have writ but truth you ſee, 

55 Let are you diſcontent, 1 


| 9 But when they make an explanation, 775 


TTY 


5 J gallen not your Proclamation, 
But cannot brook your explanation, 
That points it all at me: 
For in your Proclamation all, 
There's not a word doth on me fall, 
_ Im Innocent and free. 


6 There's not an Author yet extent, #/ 
That wrote on civil government, 
Moore innocent than 1 
Therefore, tho”. all your clam*rous gang, 
{Have rais d againſt me ſuch: ze. a 
N Their malice.1 defy, - - 


5 Your Mandate points at none but thoſe, 
Who truth: end. honeſty oppoſe; - 
* Seqitious and profane: 
Bae no ſuch thing is found in mine, 


8 Truth thro? the whole zranſparent ſhine, 


All falſehood 1 diſdain, - 


8 Examine all wy Rights of Man, ES: 
And.thep diſprove them if you can, 


Or point aut ought that's vicious: i 


| Your Place: men all I can defy; - 
And Penſioners wheneer-they try, 
To point out what is ſeditious. 


Ok your ambiguous Proclamation, 


Th hey make it ſpeak what's eee 


Such vicious juggling i deteſt, * 


AIis b N or fair. 5 
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- a hex fad out What's not there: 


+) 


Pace Man, PENSIONERS, &, 
10 Be not ſo bold now, Tromas Kaul, 
Againſt hereditary reign, . 5 | 
| You dare ſo boldly, fi ght: | 
Let notwithſtanding al vou ve ſaid, 
To ſtand our ground we're not afraid, 
To prove chat it ig righr, 


11 Wirhout this none would laws.ohey, 
Bur each become another's prey, 
No juſtice would take place: 
The ſtrong would then o ercome the weak, 
And each for law their wills would wake, 
Soon this would be the Cale, 5 


12 If all would do ag you adviſe, . 1 
All would againſt their Rulers riſe, 

And breed a fad confhfion. fy 

Now if this way they. were,inclin'd;.  * 
Before the end they ſure wauld find. 


"FS 


_— 
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Brie: They were in mad deluſion. TAY 
13 You wrong me fore, if you armiſ | 


That I the people would adviſe 
Rebelliocus arms to take: 
Tis only you who prompt them RY 

| Like jaded horſe. his load to throw, 


For fear his back thould break. 


14 If Gorernmenes Ne lh - 
To ſee where their trüs Inte! R 
2 . 
Nor umbrage to their labjeQs gize,  - 
When they had much ado to live, 
* were in ſore diſtreſs, = 


ES I 


s I challenge not your Proclamation, 


But cannot brook your explanation, 

That points it all at me: 
For in your Proclamation all, 
There's not a word doth on me fall, 
24> BW innocent and free. 


6 There s not an Author yet extent, 
That wrote on civil ee eee 
More innocent than I: 
Therefore, tho? all your clam? rous gang, 
Have rais'd againſt me ſuch nne, 
I beir malice I defy. 


7 Your Mandate points at none but thoſe, 


Who truth end honeſty oppoſe, _ 
Seditious and profane: 

But no ſuch thing is found in mine, 

Truth thro” the whole tranſparent ſhine, 
All falſehood 1 diſdain, 


3 Examine all my Rights of Man, 
And then diſprove them if you can, 


Or point out ought that's vicious: 


| Your Place men all I can defy, 
And Penſioners whene'er they try, 
Io point out what's ſeditious. 


9 But when they make an explanation, 
Ot your ambiguous. Proclamation, 
They find out what's not there: 
They make it ſpeak what's not 7 
Such vicious juggling 1 deteſt, 
I iIs far from juſt or fair. 


. 5 4 AF «4 
— W * * *..# ” 3 * 


I « 


. 
a 


T'4 3 


PLAck-MEN, PEN s1oN ERS, &c. 
10 Be not ſo bold now, THoMAS PaINE, 
Againſt hereditary reign, 
Yon dare fo boldly, fight: 
Let notwithſtanding all you” ve faid, 
To ſtand our ground we're not afraid, 
To prove that it is right. 


11 Without this none would laws.obey, 
Bur each become another's prey, 
No juſtice would take place: 
The ſtrong would then o'ercome the weak, 
And each for law their wills would make, 
Soon this would be the Caſe, 


12 If all would do as you adviſe, 
All would againſt their Rulers riſe, 
And breed a fad confuſion. 
Now if this way they were nell. 
Before the end they ſure would find, 
Bros. They were in mad deluſion. 


13 You wrong me ſore, if you ſurmiſe, 
That I the people would adviſe 
Rebellious arms to take: 
Tis only you who prompt them ſo, 
Like jaded horſe his load to throw, 
| | or fear his back ſhould break. 


14 If Governments were truly wiſe, 
To ſee where their true Jnterelt lies 
They never wou opprels : 
Nor REAL 5 to their ſubjects give, 
When they had much ado to live, 
And were in ſore diſtreſs. 


17 Kings oftentimes are ignorant, h. 


18 As for hereditary reign, ahi | | 


t 47 


15 Nor waritonly their money ſpend, 
Vith tax on tax ſtill without end, 
Ibis genders diſcontent. If c 
Then when of hope they're quite bereft, | 7 
They ſee no way for them is left, 

But try ſome new event, 


16 Altho' the ſubjects love their King, Dif 
When thoſe about him wear a ſting, 
That galls them to their hearts: I 


It raiſes griet and diſcontent, _ 3 
Which proves a dangerous event, 
Rebellion ott it tarts. 


Aud know not what their ſubjects want, 
Altho' in deep diſtreſs, 

While thoſe about them have their ear, 

And none beſide can them come near, 
I inform them more or leſs, 


What | have faid | will maintain, 

TDis altogether mad: 

Have not one age as juſt a cauſe, 

To fix upon their preſent laws, 
As their forefathers had 


19 What if heredi tary right, 
Upon a bauch fool ſhould light? ? 
„Jis no uncommon caſe: 
Muſt he ſuſtaiß the ſov'reigo rule, 
However rogue, however fool, 
„Diepoid of ev'ry grace? 


„ 


> I therefore will ſuſtain the word, 
This doctrine is the moſt abſard, 
Ot any that can be: 
| If our forefathers have us fixt, 
eff, To have no power to chuſe the next, 
We're bound to miſerie. 


Therefore your accuſations I 1 
Diſdain, and all your pow'rs defy, 
Whoe'er dare me accuſe : 
] will maintain, by reaſon 's might, 
That ev'ry age enjoy this right. 
Their rulers whom to chuſe. 


And if ſuch rulers ſhould trauſg reſs 
The laws then made, and Gen oppreſz 


t, 


(Tho? regularly choſe;) 
| Tis not their duty to obey, 
r, And yield to his imperious ſway, 


But wholly him depoſe. 


\ nd this is law, I will maintain, 
hat whatſoever King ſhall reign, 
He's ſubject to the laws; 
v'n to the laws that then were made, 
When firſt they choſe him for their head, 
This is a righteous cauſe, 


Tye Couuux irrt. 
e moſt ſincerely love our ing Fs 
pd would obey in every thing 1 1 y 
That's equitably juſt : 7 
ut when his counſellors perſuade | 
im on our nat'ral rights t invade, a 
This to refuſe we muſt, | 


1 . 
, : . 
1 ; 


25 But ſome about Fig wear fach flings, ® 
That ſuch afff ction on us brings, 
As pierce us to the „„ 
1 Tbe poiſon thereof taints our blood, | 
i Tho' by the King. not underſtood, | 
But we ſuſtain the ſmart, 


bh 26 Nor can we ever this forget, 1 7 gin 
| How we are ſunk ſo deep in debt, bs 
This is a thing moct grievous : _ 
Now we muſt labour night and . 
The iutereſt of this debt to pay, 
Of this who can reliere us? 2 


27 Nor only intereſt muſt we 1 3: 
But other burdens day by day, 
Are always on us falling : 
For ev'ry thing is tax'd ſo high, 
3 This makes the poor aloud to ery, 
5 Our very hearts are galliog. | 


28 They prompt our King to go to war, 35 
Againſt his neighbours near or far, 
"= That they may be the gainers ; 1 1 £4 
Ĩ!bey heed not which fide gain the day, _ 
1 The country muſt the muſic pay, 
Such are their conſtant Miner. 


29 we can't forget America, E en 30 
Which did ſo many millions dan. 2 

Io keep a needleſs war up: 

Devoid of Juſtice as of ſenſe, | 

To fink us in ſuch valt expence, . 3 

Above the breeches far up. ＋ 


I 
"OT 


* 1 


30 And what got we to quit the coſt | oF 


31 


32 


33 


Above half of the empire loſt, 
With thouſands of our lives : 

Fathers and ſons fo many lain, 

But few returned home again, 
To cheer their mourning wives, h 


Can We ſuch fatal ſteps ſorget, 
That ſunk us in ſuch dreadful debt, 
To our great ſhame and loſs ? 
Now, tho? we labour night and day, 
This fatal debt we ne'er can pay, v 
Which they have brought on us, 


And yet this troubles none of them, 


They always play a winning game. 


The country pays for all: 
They make us pay for infant breath, 
And after we expire in death, 

They for freſh taxes call, 


And can we reſt or be content, 
And not our tears with forrow vent, 
To think how we are uſed? 
While Penſioners with ſinecures 
Can ride in triumph with their wW 8. 
"Thus are the poor abuſed. 


| 34 Again when freakes come in their head, 


To hoſtile arms ſtraight they * 
Our men away are 


They raiſe ſome fooliſh"ff& alarins, 


Jo get the country put in arms, 
They never let us ret. 


—— 


a 


: 35 


And then new taxes mult be rais'd, 
We thought their heads were ſurely craz'd, 


37 
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'Tis but a year or two ago, 140 
None can forget, but all muſt know, 
Our men were preſt to ſea ; 
When Ruſſia had aimoſt ſubdu'd 
The Turks, their folly then they ſhew'd, 
They could not ſilent be. 


7} hen they began their falſe alarms, 
The country muſt be put in arms, 
Jo keep the Kuſſians down; 


3 like was never known. 


But ſoon their heads grew cool again, 14. 


doon as the vapours left their brain, 


The men were all ſent back: 


But what a charge we thus were at, 


Let er'ry one conſider that, 


They'll not have cauſe to crack. 


Our merchant ſhips could not ſet out, 4 


Their tars were ſcatter'd all about, 
And forc'd to hide the head: 


And tho” they were again ſet free, 


1 hey were afraid to go to ſea, 
Bauch jralouſy it bred: 


For they had been but juſt before, ant J ” Pp 
With ſuch a freak we're troubled ſore, 


They had not that forgot: 


Nor was this all the fatal loſs, | ; 


That by ſuch actions fell on us, 
So wretched is our lot. 


d, 


az d, 
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40 Whene'er the Court takes ſuch a "Ro | 
NMe for the muſic muſt advance 


A ſum to pay for all: 
Whatever blunder they may make, 
The country's forc'ſt to pay the nach 
All on our heads muſt fall. 2 


Vea, lo, our heart within us faints, 


Io recollect our ſore complaints, ö 


42 


43 


They are fo great and num 'rous : 3 
Beſides, if we ſhould utter all, 
Upon us they would loudly call, 

And ſay we're pert and hum'rous, 


Yea, they have rais'd ſuch falſe alarms, 


As if we would take hoſtile arms, 


Againſt our gracious King: 
But they may baniſh ail ſuch fears, 
Whatever tales have reach'd their ears, 
We aim at no ſuch thing. 


Tho? they have made a Proclamation, 


Which yet hath giv'n more occaſion, 


Amidſt our deep diſtreſs: 
But we deſpiſe ſo vain a plan, | 
To _—_— at the Rights of Man, 
And priating to ſuppreſs. 


44 bo' many hypocrites have ſent 
"Thanks to the King on this event, 


And giv'n him flatt'ring praiſe; | 
Not one in ten we may believe, 
Meant cught thereby but to deceiye, 
by baſe fallacious — 


12 ] 
45 For almeſt all in 3 three. nations, 
Deſpiſe ſuch fooliſh. proclamations, 
And call them weak and vain: 
This will not anſwer their intent, 
But prove a quite reverſe event, 
This all may fee moſt plain. 


46 The Slave-trade tgo that is prolong'd, 
The kingdom thinks itſelf much wropg'd, 
By this jahuman deed: 
It raiſes alſo jealouſy, 

That moſt ot us ſoon ſlaves muſt be, 
It ſeems almoſt decreed. | 


47 But moſt of us reſolve to die, 
Rather than live in ſlavery, 
This is our fixt intent. 
If thus the Court their courſe hold on, 
They' ll ſoon have ſubjects few or none, 
Whate'er may be th' event, 


48 We pity much our gracious King, 
For they have got him in a ſtring. 
— To lead him quite blindfold : 
He knows not that their main deſigu. 
Is to engroſs his noble coin, | 
And finger all his gold. 


49 Then if this courſe they're let purſue, 
Soon 'arewel K nz and Cuntry too, 
| »„Twih come to ſoul d ſgrace: 
They flatter him with ſpecious lies, 
And cheat him with a falſe diſguiſe, 

To get or keep their place. 


* 


50 


51 


52 
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Another grievarice we preſent, 

W hich fills us all with diſcontent, 
And makes our hearts to burn ; 

That penſioners and place-men bold, 

A ſeat in Parliament ſhould hold: 
This makes the country mouru. 


Judges and legiſlators too, 


Should have no ſelf int reſted view, 


To bias them at all. 
But uprightly decide each cauſe, 
According to the preſent laws, 
Nor favour great or ſmall. 


Another cauſe of diſcontent, 


ls that concerning Parliament, 


They want a regulation: 


That all might repreſented be, 


33 


54 


In any kind of lawful thing, 


According to their juſt degree, 
Of men throughout the nation. 


And that each man ſhould have a vote, 


However poor or rich, if not 
Diſquaiified by nature; 

Or have himſelf diſqualified, 

By his miſdeeds, and ſet aſide, 
As an obnoxious creature. 


But all of honeſt good report, 

Altho' they be of fortune ſhore, 
That ought to be no ler; 

If they be fit to ſerve the King, 


Aſide ſhould not be fer. 


WO 


i - 5 For ev'n the pooreſt that can be, 


56 Again, Why ſhould not ev'ry place. 


EN 7] 


Are never from taxation free, 

All pay toward the State; 
And therefore have a right to vote 
For repreſentatives, why not ? 

Tis juſt, without debate. 


Be repreſented in this caſe, 
4s they in numbers be? 
Why ſhould one Shire a ſouth the Tweed, 
In Rees exceed 
All on the North pray ſee? 


37 Have we not Shires and Boroughs more, 


And men in numbers in great ſtore, 62 
Lea more than ten to one? 
Is this not ineq-ality, 
In numbers to a vaſt degree? 
Let this be thought upon, 


58 Beſides Electors here fo few. 
One of a thouſand have not due, 63 
To give their vote at all. 
Yea, many men of large eſtates, 
Ihe preſent law of right defeates : 
Who can this juſtice call ? 


Tuz Covar. | 
59 We've heard, with patience, your complaint 
And how your ſpirits almoſt faint, 
But who can you believe? 
You ſurely know not when you're well, 
And therefore threaten to rebel, | 
That we may you releve, 


C 6 1 


60 But all your threatenings are in vain, 
You have no reaſon to complain, 
You never were ſo well. 
You flow in wealth. and fit at eaſe, 
Yet nothing can afford you eaſe, 
Bat haiten to rebel. ; 


61 But vain is all your diſcontent, 
Twill never make our hearts relent, 
To pity your ſad caſe: 
reed, Your long complaints we Will not hear, 
Nor to petitions bend our ear. 
Our honours to diſgrace, . 


re, | CPE CoMM o 
62 You quite miſtake if you ſurmiſe, 
We mean with rebel arms to riſe, 
| We aim at no ſuch thing: 
But you the kingdom may deſtroy, 
And fill the King with ſad annoy, 
And to diſtreſs him bring 


62 When ſubje&s all from him are gone, 
But ſycophants around his throne, 
You'll fay'rites be no more: 
Your pomp and pride will then come down, 
The King will then upon you frown 
And kick you out o' door. 


plaink 64 7 this whateꝰ er you do, 

For ſurely you will find it true, 

If you your courſe hold on: 

ell, | Abore half you have drove away, 
S. The reſt, perhaps, may not long ſlay, 
But quickly may be gone. 
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65 Like Rehiboar, who turt'd his Gar N 
From aged men, the youths to hear, 
Which prov'd to his {ad colt : 
His ſubjects moſt from him withdrew, © 
And left him but a very few, 
Ten out of twelve were loſt. 


66 But after all, we ſhould be glad, 


Could peace and liberty be had, 
On equitable terms: 
Tis not diſturbances to raiſe, 
| We make ſuch juſt complaints as theſe, - 
Nor raiſe up. falſe alarms, 


66 Let peace and liberty ſtill reign 


In Britain, and juſt laws maintain, 
4nd then let none offend; 
But let all ranks united ſtand. 
To guard the bulwarks of the land, 2447. 
For ever eme 1 
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DANIEL IN THE LION'S DEN: 
OR, 

A ran armer ON THE VIrn. CHAPTER 

or DANIEL: | 

Wherein is ſet forth, the Danger of Kings hearkening to 


Paraſitical Court-Dreſlers, and falſe hearted flattering 
Counſellors, | 


WITH PRACTICAL REMARKS AND oss VA Trionb. 
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ARlUs, King of Perſia (great and good) 
Soon as he had that monſtrous wretch ſubdu'ds 

Namely Belſhazar, king of Babylon, 
Whom Heay'n had foreordained to dethrone g* 
And whom Darius opportunely flew 
At his blaſphemous feaſt, with all his crew: 
By Heav'n's decree, all in one night were flain, 
Both he atid all that did to him .pertain : 
And all his ſpacious empire ta'en at once, 
Not by a blind and incidental chance ; 
But by the wiſe decree of nab en, Heay' ny 
And to Darius by donation giv'n, 

Now all is peace—great Babylon ſubdu'd, 
And great Darius whole poſſeſſor ſtood. _ 
Great was his empire - moſt extenſive large, 
And now to manage this his mighty charge, 
He ſixſcore princes fixt throughout his land 
To gather in his tribute by command. 
And over theſe he chus'd three Preſidents, 
To audit their accompts of all his rents. 


1 


That ſo by fraud he might no loſs ſuſtain, 
Nor give his ſubjects reaſon to complain 


And of theſe three, Daniel was choſen chief, 


Which fill'd the reft with jealouſy and grief. 
Thos Daniel was chief fav'rite of the King, 
Which gave the others hearts a grievous ſting: | 


For in his hand no fraudulence was found, 


But all his actions and his judgment ſound, 
For, lo, a ſpirit of integrity 
Was found in bim, ev'n to the laſt degree. 


The King had thoughts of ſetting him o'er all, 


W bile all the reit were plotting his downfal. 
But all their malice could not find a vent, 


W hereby they could him wholly: circumvent. 
Tz Becauſe he was ſo prudent and ſo wiſe 
All was in vain whate'er they could deviſe. 
But Satan put it in their curſed btain, 


How they their cruel purpoſe might obtain. 


« No way (iaid he) you'll get howe'er you plod, 


Unieſs it be concerning of his God. 


But Pit adviſe you to one certain Bange 


Which will him ſoon to dire deſtruction bring. 
Perſuade the King to make a firm decree, 

That by his ſignet muſt confirmed be, 

That no man ſhall, however great or ſmall, 


Either dare pray to God or man at all, 

Or afk petitions, but of thee, O King, : 
Por thirty days; this will thee honour bring. 
And now if any man this law tranſgreſs, 

In any ſhape, however more or le ſs, 1 


„ „ — 2 2 2 


— 
— 
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Shall ſtraight be thrown into the lion's * FLAT 
And let them quite deyour ſuch rebel . 
And now, O King Darius, live for ever! 
Let this decree be ſign'd, but alter'd never, 
According to the Medes and Perſians laws 
That alter not, whate'er may be the cauſe. 
The princes and the preſidents have join'd, 
All as one man to have this edict ſign'd. 
In honour of our ſov'reign lord ſublime, 
And have agreed upon the certain time. 
Now therefore let it be confirm'd by the, 
In honour of thy glorious Majeſty.” + _.. 8 

The ſimple King, not ſeeing their diſguiſe, 
How they were cheating him with ſpecious nee, 
(For Daniel tho' the chiefeſt preſident, t 
Knew nothing of their wicked baſe intent.) 
The King (unwary of. their curs'd defign) 
Conſented ſtraight their black decree to fign. 
' Tis done! and now they thought they ſoqn ſhould get 
Daniel intangled in their heiliſn net. 

Now Daniel quickly knew the writ was ſign'd, 
Yet did it not diſturb his peaceful mind 
He went into his houſe as heretofore, 5 
| And pray'd, and did the God of Heay'n adore" 


0 


His native city, whence he captive came. 
He kneel'd upon his knees three times rer, 


And to his God did moſt devoutly pray. rot. 


Undaunted by his enemies commands; 


«+ 


His windows open'd tow'rd Jeruſalem,  - » | 


1 


| Raiſing his voice with elegance ſublime. 


Brave Daniel praying with a ſolemn und. 


Then they came near, and ſpake before the King, 


They ſpake and faid, before the King thus free, 
6 Haſt thou not made and ſigned this decree, | | 


As he was wont to do in former time, 


* 


Then lo, theſe lords affemibled quick and found 


And making ſupplication to his God, 
Unaw'd by all his foes, who thirſted for his blood. 


Informing him of ſuch enormous thing. 


That no man ſhall petition, plead or pray 


To any god or man, by night or day, & W 
For thirty days, fave to thyſelf alone, A 
Who art the King ſupreme upon the throne, I 
And whoſo ſhall this law of thine tranſgreſs, « 
His puniſhment ſhould not be more or leſs T 
Than to be caſt into the lion's den, N 
To be devour'd' by beaſts, and not by men ?” V 
Then anſwered the poor deluded King, C 
cc *Tis true indeed; it is a certain thing, 
According to the Medes and Perſians laws, 1 
Which changeth not whatever be the cauſe.” 1 
| Then boldly they rejoin'd before the King, C 
% Now have we proof, this is a certain thing, I C 
That this ſame Daniel, who from Judah came / 
A captive bound out of Jeruſalem ; = 
| Yet he regards not thee, nor keeps thy laws, 1 
Nor fears thy gods: obnoxious is his cauſe. F 
He prays to his own God three times a day, 1 
Regardleſs of thy laws—ſcorns to obey,” T 


nd 
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Now when the King heard this theit loud GY 
His very heart wichin began to faint! © _ 
Now with himſelf he forely was diſpleag'd, 
Nor knew he how to get his ſpirit eas'd : 
For ſtill on Daniel fixed was bis heart, 
Which fill'd his mind with moſt tormenting ſmart! 
How to deliver him all ways he try'd, 
And labour'd hard until the ev'ning tide! 
But how to ſave him, yet no way he found, 
This gave his heart a moſt afflictive wound! 

Then, lo, theſe men aſſembled—came again, uy 
Which made his labours altogether vain, 
And ſtill to make his heart with ſorrow bleed, 
The ſtriftneſs of the law aloud they plead. 


% Know-this, O King! it cannot be forgot, 


The laws of Medes and Perſians alter not. | 
Nor can a written ſtatute or decree,  - 5 
When it is made, O King! and ſign'd by ks 38 5 
Can it be changed in the leaſt degree.” 4 
Then lo, the King conſented, and they brought 
The victim forth, whoſe blood fo fierce they ſought : 
Then plung'd they Daniel in the lion's den; 
O how aflifted was the Monarch then! 
Ou the den's mouth then laid they one great ſtone, 
And every one ſet then his ſeal thereon. 
But,lo, the King, ſaid; Daniel, date to o fear, 
Thy God will ſurely thy petitions hear. 
Him whom thou doſt ſo faithfully ſtill ſerve, 
He from the lions will thy life preſerve. 
Now all the lords had ſet thereto their ſeal, 
And all their boſoms ſeem'd great joy to feel; 
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Thinking how well ſucceeded had their plan, 
Since they had vanquiſh'd this abhorred man: 
For now they thought they had him moſt ſecure, - 
The lions quickly would his fleſh devour ; 
For they had faſted them ſometime before, 
That they moſt eagerly might drink his gore. 
But to his palace went the King that night, 
Faſting and grieved at the doleful fight ! 
No mirth nor muſic was before him brought, 
He paſs'd the night in vexing anxious thought. 
No ſleep nor ſlumber clos'd his wakeful eyes, 
But all the night was ſpent in hear ſighs, 
Then carly in the morning he aroſe, 
And to the lion's den in haſte he goes: 
Then cried, O Daniel! with a piteous cry, 
Thou ſervant of the Lord of Hoſts on high ! 
Is thy God able to deliver thee, 
Aud from the lion's jaws to keep thee free! ? 


Then Daniel ſaid, O King! live thou for ever, 


And let this miracle forgot be never 

The Lord my God bath here his angel ſent, 

For wy relief the hons to prevent, 

And ſhut their mouths; they have no power on me, 
Nor have they hurt me in the leaſt degree! 
For as much as no evil hath be ſeen 

In me, O King! I innocent have been IE 


Before my God; and in thy Gzbt, O King ! 29% 


Thou know'ſt I have deſerv'd no evil thing. 
| Then was the King uplifted ſo with joy, 
It baniſh'd from him rr all nf | 
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His Daniel he embrac d with open arms! 
Soon as he was brought out devoid of harms! 
For he was taken up with utmoſt haſte _ 
And by the King moſt heartily embrac'd ! 
And not the ſmalleſt hurt on him was found, 
But all his body and his clothes were ſound ! 
But, ab, what thought theſe lords of this event ? 
Their very hearts within were like to rent: 
But how much more, when by the King bends; 
They ev'ry one were ta'en aud brought to hand. 
What could they think or fay ? now they're accus d, N 
How they had ſpotleſs innocence abus'd! 
Now were they taken at the King's demand, 
And every one bound faſt, both foot and hand! 
And altogether to the lions thrown, 
Who tore their fleſh, and cruſh'd their ev'ry bone 1 
Before they reach'd the bottom of the den, 
Not one remain'd alive of ali theſe men! 
Nor only ſo, but wives and children too, 
They ev'ry one unto the lions threw : 
Yea, ev'ry one who Daniel had accus'd, 


And by whoſe calumny he-was abus'd. 


me, 


This was their fate, the lions ate them all, 

And brake the bones of both the great and ſmall. 
Now though the lions had before a faſt, 

They got a chearful ample feaſt at laſt. 

Yea, ſuch a feaſt they never had before, 

For they were glutted full with human gore. 

Enough to ſerve them now for many days, 

They would not need their bawling cries to raiſe. .. 
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Now was the King Darius overjoy'd, 
Then all his ſcribes he preſently employ'd, 
To write unto all nations, far and near, 


That they the name of Daniel's God ſhould ſear 
Of ev'ry language, and of ev'ry tongue, 


All that unto the human race belong. 
What friendly falutations, free of pride, 


Wiſhing all peace to them be multiplied. 


And now I make and publiſh this decree, 


Through my dominions whereſoe'er they be: 
That all men fear and tremble at the name 


Of Daniel's God, who is the God ſupreme. 


For he's the living God, whoſe kingdom (hall 


Be everlaſting, and be over all. 


It ſhall for ever ſtand, without an end, 
But ſhall from age to age eternally extend! 
He reſcueth from death: he doth deliver, 
And ſigns and wonders worketh he for ever 
In heav'n and earth, and none can him withſtand, 


Nor change the word of his divine command. 


He ſaved Daniel in the lion's den, 


Who was accus'd by cruel wicked men, 


6 And made the lions all his foes devour, 
Tho! over him he granted them no pow'r. 


So Daniel proſper'd in Darius' reign, 


And in the reign of Cyrus, two brave men; 
Till he at laſt was fo advanc'd in age, 
His God ſaw fit to call him off the ſtage— - 
_ Tranſporting him to everlaſting joy, 
| Where none on earth or hell can him annoy, 


nd, 
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PRACTICAL an and OnsravaTIONS on 
the foregoing HISTORICAL CHAPTER, 


TS firſt Remark we here intend to make, 

Shall be of Kings, who oftentimes miſtake, 

And chuſe a ſet of baſe deſigning men, | 

Thinking them honeſt, tho? not one in ten 

Prove ſo when tried; for here we plainly ſee, 

Among an hundred Peers and twenty-three, 

Yet out of theſe was found but only one, 

Who prov'd an honeſt, true and upright man. 

And him the reſt-abhor'd, with eruel ſpite, 

And plotted all to have him ruin'd quite ; 

For when no fraud was found in him, their ſtrife | 

Was all united to deſtroy, his life. 

And had it not been God's omniſcient Je, 

That did the ſecrets of their hearts deſcry; 

They had accompliſh'd. their malignant plot, 

And all his innocence had been forgot. 

So when the wicked 'gainſt the righteous ſtrive, 

That they may them of liberty deprive: 

God makes the ſnares which they for others ſet, 

Become their own: they fall in their own net. 
Again we ſee, or may behold with ſname, 

How we ourſelves debaſe the Chriſtian name, 

Darius was a heathen, yet we ſee, | 

He was a mag of great integrity. a 

But few among our Chriſtian Kings 1 we find, 


Of ſuch a pure and ee mind. 
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Altho' he was deceiv'd by flatt'ring lords, 
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Who cheated him with fair deceitful words: 
Let when he found them out, he ſpar'd them hot, 
But made them fall by their own helliſh plot. 

And where find we ſuch gen'rous ſympathy, | t 


ohewn to a man of found integrity, ( o be 
When he for innocence was like to die? ot © 

| And when he ſaw the pow'rſul hand of God, Fo de 
How zealouſly he ſpread his praiſe abroad 3 Pike! 
Where hall we find among our Chriſtian Kings, To pr 
One that has done ſuch noble, God-like things? he 
Vet of the light of ſcripture wholly void, bey 
And but the light of nature he enjoy C. Þ® th 
This ſhames us all, who bear the Chriſtian name, Have 
And renders us obnoxiouſly of blame. Wbu 
Our preſent Britiſh King, tis true we find, hat 
Fath always ſhe wn an honeſt upright mind ; Y | . 
Vet is he ſo by flatt' ring men deceiv'd, in 
His ſubj-&s are molt grievouſly enflay'd. We And 
Theo? this to him is very little known, It or 
B-caute oi thoſe that are about his throne, And 
Theſe ha ve his ear; all others are debarr'd, nu 
This makes the greateſt number think it hard, Tor 
That no acceſs they to bis ear can find, RS 
By ſpeech or letters to diſcloſe their mind. = Tor 
Strong barriers are the Place men him around, It 
To few beſide accefs to him are foun g. I's 
Theſe rule the kingdom almoſt as they pleaſe, ut 


Rais'd by the people's ſpoil they live at eaſe, For 


hot, 


| 


3 
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nd can the people live contentedly, 
Vhile thus expos'd to conſtant ſlavery ? . 
Do many drones impoveriſh all the hive, 
he honey bees are hardly kept alive. 


o be by proceſs ruin'd out of door; 

or evil counſcllors have mov d the King, 

Lo do a very weak improper thing. 

ike thoſe in Daniel's days, who caus'd Darius 

To publiſh a decree the moſt impious; 
hereby the Prephet and the ſimple King, 

They did almoſt to final ruin bing. 
30 theſe likewiſe, without the leaſt occaſion, | 
Have caus'd our King to ſign a Proclamation, 
Vhich they had form'd with bold ambitious views 
hat ſo they might the innocent accuſe. 

But all their fabrication was in vain, | 

Lill they gave it another fooliſh ſtrain, 

And made it ſpeak what it doth not contain. a 
It only ſpeaks of libellers ſeditious, 

And ſuch as publiſh pamphlets falſe and vicious; : 
But they have given it another ſtrain, 

To make it ſpeak againſt the Works of PaIxE. 
And ſuch is their falſe overſtraining plan, 

To make it ſpeak againſt the RIH rs of MAN. 
If this had been within their Proclamation, 

'T would have been to mankind abomination, 
But this they durſt not do, nor go ſo far, 

For it would then have been declaring war. 


And yet if they complain they're threaten'd ſore, 25 


I 
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Againſt mankind, all that of Adam came, 
Of ev'ry nation, and of every name. 


This would have been a taſk for them to do, 


For they muſt mean all mankind to ſubdue— 


Duppteſs their rights, and make them all ſubmit 


To whatſoever bondage they thought fit. 
This none can do but that Almighty Lord, 
Who ſpake them all to being with a word. 
At beſt *twas but a needleſs Proclamation, 


But moſt abſurd by their mad explanation. 


If we muſt neither print, ſell, buy nor read, 
The Rights of Man, this is a law indeed! 


Such as was never made ſince Adam's days, 


Nor will be kept while man on earth here ſtays. 


If all mankind muſt yield to theſe few lords, 
They ſurely muſt have moſt prodigious ſwords ! 


Yet notwithſtanding, this vain Proclamation, 


Hath made a noiſe thro? Britain's ev'ry nation; 


And hath been by all men of ſenſe deſpis'd, 
Nor need ye be at this event furpriz'd, 


That many thouſands have addreſſes ſign'd, 


To thank the King, for this his care ſo kind: 
For bypocrites abound in ev'ry age, 
Since men have liy'd upon this earthly ſtage. 


And ſuch we may believe were moſt of thoſe, | 


Who ſuch addreſſes ſign, and ſuch compoſe. 


But wiſe and ſober men of ev'ry ſtation, 

Who ſpeak their minds about this Proclamation, 
| Altho! they ſpeak with rev'rence and reſpect, 
They ſay, 'twili have quite the reverſe effect, 
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To what it ſeem'd at firſt defign'd to have, 
And but the way to more diſturbance pave. 
Yea, it may prove like that ſame mad decree, 
The Perſians made: this many yet may ſee. 
We plainly ſee their mad malignant plan, 
Was to deſtroy one faithfu! honeſt man ; 
But in the ſnare fell they themſelves at laſt, 
When in the den of lions all were caſt. 

And may this be the fatal fate of thoſe 
Who did ſuch plan unto the King propoſe. 
May lordly penſioners and placemen too, 
Have bitter cauſe their fooliſh plan to rue. 
Such things have been, and yet again may be, 
And this perhaps we in ſhort time may ſee. 
They think they're ſafe while yet they loll at eaſe, 
And on the nation's ſpoil feaſt as they pleſe. 
But time will come when they can feaſt no more, 
But muſt relinquiſh their ill gotten tore. 
And this perhaps, may be their fatal caſe, 
Before they die, then die in foul diſgrace. | 
Their offspring whom they thought to raiſe to fame, 
Perhaps may die in poverty and ſhame, 


And may this be the fate of all ſuch then, 


Who waſte the ſpoils of poor and honeſt men. 
And ſuch we have great numbers at this day, 
Who make the poor and honeſt all their prey. 
May Heav'n iiluminate our Sovercign's eyes, 
That he may no more foiſted be with lies. 

If Chriſtian Kings and ſervants under them, 
Had ought in them deſerving of that name; 


E 
They never would wiſh to increaſe their ſtore, 
By overburde ning the humble poor. 
Nor would they ſinecures keep in reſerve, 
For idle drones their purpoſes to ſerve. 
Nor grant ſuch penſfons to the ſpendthrift crew, 


Who by extravagance their wealth run thro'; 


No, they would make them bear a lower fail, 
Or elſe be overſet with ev'ry gale. 

Nor ſhould we hear of thouſands by the year, 
Granted to ſuch as did an office bear, 


Nor would they wantonly with neighbeurs jar, 


And preſently declare a needleſs war; 


. To ſpend their peoples blood and treaſure too; 


Which is the plan they frequently purſue. 
Thus they the country needleſly moleſt, 
'Then from their families the men are preſt. 


And ina while diſbanded and ſent home, 


Then frequently they vagabonds become. 

Such is the cuſtom of the preſent times, 
Which fills the country full of noxious crimes. 
For being preſs'd away againſt their will, 
Does them with many vicious habits fill, 


They hate to work again: they cannot ſtarre, 


Then from the ways of virtue oft they ſwerve. 

If all theſe things get not a new reform, 

We muſt expect to meet a dreadful ftorm.. 
Yet is our Court {till deaf to all our cries, « 


And all our ſore complaints they ſtill deſpiſe. _ 
This ſhews that we are Chriſtians but by name, 


And nothing elſe to prove our ſacred claim. 
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The very heathens ſhame us to the face, 
Waich ought to fill us all with deep diſgrace. 
If not they will at laſt againſt us riſe, 
And fill us all with horror and ſurprize. 
For by the light of nature they are led, 
More in the paths of equity to tread; 
Than we, who nave the ſcriptures for our guide 
Which we have arrogantly laid aſide. 
They ſtand a fairer chance by far than we, 
To be the fav'rites of the Deity: 
At leaſt their puniſnment will ſure be leſs 
Than ours, who wilfully 'gainſt light tranſgreſs. 
For we have laid aſide the Chriſtian rule, 
And Chriſt's authority we ridicule. 
While we the ſacred rule which he hath ſet 


_ Þ Entirely lay aſide, and quite forget. 


_ | Namely, to do to all men as we would | 
That they ſhould do to us #. Then pray where could 
A more conſpicuous rule to men appear, 5 
| Than this which Chriſt hath ſet before us here? 
| While this we diſregard, *tis plain we do | 
To Chriſtianity quite bid adieu; 
And chuſe the doctrine of the Sadducees, 


| Which from the fear of future judgment frees : 


And then thoſe who this doctrine free embrace, 
Put off the fear of God deſpiſe his grace, 
And then they think they nothing have to fear: 


For they in judgment think they'll not appear; 


But ſleep for ever in the ſilent grave, 
And neither hope nor fear at all they have. 
Tk Matth. viii. 12. 


ET 
This is a principle that ſeems to reign 
In many of this age z- but, ah, in vain 
They ſtrive to baniſh reaſon from their breaſt, 


But that it will at intervals moleſt; 
And ſpeak ſometimes when it is not defir'd, 
To ſhew it is not totally expir'd. | 
But thirſt for wealth, for honour, and for pow'r, 
Does ev'ry virtuous principle devour : 
Thoſe once obtain'd, then diſſipation next, 
Is in the boſom of their owner fixt. 
From bad to worſe they day by day proceed, 
And vices faſt as ſummer inſects breed 
4 Debauch the females - drink to mad exceſs, 
And all their vaſſals more and more oppreſs. 
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4 Then wild ambition prompts their views afar, © © 
„ Jo enter on ſome bold offenſive war. \ 8 

6 Xp Jo rob, to murder, plunder, and deſtroy, i 
1238 They all the forces they can raiſe employ. =. 
WE What blood and treaſure is expended fo, | M 
i - They neither fear nor care a fig to know. | 1 
| Their poor diſtreſſed ſubjects pay for all, 


With ſore oppreſſion it on them muſt fall. 

| Mean time they and their creatures reſt at eaſe 

| Waſte and deſtroy whate'er their palates pleale. 

| This is a ſpecimen of government, | 

| But, ah, who can the fatal courſe prevent! 
1 If gracious Heav'n do not his grace diſpenſe, 

| And cauſe a reſor ann here commence. 

| | 

| 
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